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The membership of LCRIC during the reporting period (Dec 3 2021 - May 19, 2022) is: 
 

- Chris Wilson (McMaster; chair) 
- Étienne Artigau (Montreal; CASCA Board representative) 
- Shantanu Basu (Western) 
- Brenda Matthews (NRC; LRP representative) 
- Sharon Morsink (Alberta; vice-chair) 
- Hilding Neilson (Toronto) (resigned March 18, 2022) 
- Mike Reid (Toronto) 
- Laurie Rousseau-Nepton (CFHT) 

 
LCRIC would like to thank Prof. Hilding Neilson for his service to the committee and especially 
for his contributions to foundational work on reconciliation between the Canadian astronomical 
community and Indigenous Peoples. 
 
The LCRIC has continued to meet weekly during the first half of 2022. Notable activities in the 
past 6 months include: 
 

(1) organizing and holding an on-line webinar on “Including Indigenous voices in astronomy 
education” on November 10, 2021. This 90 minute webinar featured 4 panelists: Jason 
Bazylack, Samantha Lawler, Ismael Moumen, and Laurie Rousseau-Nepton. The 
moderator was Mike Reid. Questions for the panelists were prepared and shared in 
advance and were also solicited from participants during the webinar using Slido. 
Approximately 60 people attended the webinar; LCRIC is preparing an article on the 
webinar for the 2022 Summer Solstice issue of Cassiopeia. 

(2) completing a draft document for LRP Recommendation #1 on land and consent. The 
document was drafted by an LCRIC sub-committee, reviewed by LCRIC as a whole, and 
then shared with the Board for comments. The Board’s feedback was discussed by 
LCRIC. Board feedback informed revisions to the document. The final version of the 
document was shared with the Board and then with CASCA membership on May 6. 

(3) holding extensive discussions and work on a draft document for LRP2020 
Recommendation #46 around establishing an Indigenous Engagement Committee of 
CASCA. 

(4) meeting with the CASCA Sustainability Committee in April to discuss their priorities for 
sustainability-related recommendations in LRP2020. 

(5) meeting with representatives from the CASCA Graduate Student Committee in April to 
discuss their priorities for the graduate student-facing recommendations in LRP2020 

(6) a meeting between the LCRIC chair, NRC-HAA Director General, and three SKAO leaders 
in January 2022 to discuss the possibility of SKAO holding a webinar to provide 



information to the astronomical community about the consultation processes used for 
the SKA project 

(7) planning for LCRIC information session to be held at the 2022 CASCA meeting 
(8) providing comments to the NSERC 2030 consultation process 
(9) submitting an article on LCRIC activities to the 2022 Spring Equinox issue of Cassiopeia 

 
LCRIC would like to know whether the Board has held any discussions of the possible roles for 
the various existing and/or planned committees of CASCA with respect to Indigenous-facing 
recommendations of LRP2020. For example, LCRIC itself is not a committee that was foreseen 
in LRP2020, and there are plans for a new President’s Advisory Circle. LCRIC is interested to 
clarify in particular the likely role of a new Indigenous Engagement Committee (as described in 
LRP2020 Recommendation #46) within this circle of committees. 
 
Over the next 6 months, LCRIC is planning to 

(1) finalize our document concerning the key LRP2020 recommendation on land and 
consent (LRP2020 recommendation #1) 

(2) submit a recommendation to the Board about the creation of an  Indigenous 
engagement committee (LRP2020 recommendation #46) 

(3) work on an implementation timeline for the LRP2020 societal recommendations 
(4) hold a second meeting with the Equity and Inclusion Committee to follow up on the 

LRP2020 recommendations 
(5) continue to identify concrete actions that can be taken soon to advance the LRP2020 

recommendations. The CASCA President’s plan to establish an Indigenous advisory circle 
is an important example of a concrete step 

(6) continue submitting quarterly articles on LCRIC activities to Cassiopeia 
(7) identify terms of service for the current LCRIC members, with an eye to gradual rotation 

of members and ensuring continuity of both leadership and Indigenous representation 
on the LCRIC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


