Heritage Committee: Report to the Board for May 2013
This Report builds on, rather than dupli ates, material in the one submitted to the Board in
De ember 2012.
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Membership: Membership has in reased over the past 2 years, and now embra es a very wide
spe trum of expertises, from history of s ien e, museum uratorship, instrument design and
building, ar hiving, opti al, radio, mm and spa e astronomy, to data re overy and management,
resear h, and tea hing, and represents Canada from NS to BC. That diversity is our strength;
through it we have got to know a broad ross-se tion of Canada's astronomers, while the aspe ts
of astronomi al heritage whi h we pursue onstitute a very varied palette and range in date
from the medival to the present.
Committee A tivities - Video interviews: In furtheran e of our ongoing proje t to re ord
interviews with senior Canadian astronomers, a video was made of John Hut hings in February.

The e orts to res ue the information in North Ameri an non-ele troni astronomi al re ords
(an AAS/AIP Workshop held in Washington DC in April 2012, and already reported), resulted
in (a) a proposal to reate an AAS Working Group on \Time Domain Astronomy", and (b) an
appli ation for a double Spe ial Session on that theme at the AAS meeting in January 2014.
The on-going programmes to bring the DAO's major olle tion of heritage observations on-line
in the publi domain feature strongly in both initiatives.
At the DAO, over 2000 spe tra are now in the publi domain, together with a substantial
fra tion of log-book entries from both ontributing teles opes (1.2-m and 1.8-m). The only
drawba k to ommen ing full-s ale digitizing is funding, and suggestions as to how to identify
likely sour es are wel ome.
Individual A tivities

Jarrell ontributed entries for 6 Canadians and 8 non-Canadians to the 2nd edition of the Biographi al En y lopedia of Astronomers, and as one of the editorial team he helped to omplete
the preparation of all the material. He also on luded his term of membership of the board of
the Histori al Astronomy Division of the AAS.
Turner was onsulted about the star pattern on another hur h eiling, this time in the UK.
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Rosenfeld won se ond prize in the 2013 GriÆth Observer Writing Contest, with his arti le entitled, Meteors Like Flasks, Wine-Conse rated Foundation Stones, and Noble Liquors Re e ting
the ther: Sparkling Notes from the Cultural Intera tion of Astronomy and Al ohol. He was
also the histori al advisor for the exhibit Innovators in Instrumentation: Advan ing Astronomy
at the Dunlap Institute, urrently on display at Vi toria College of the University of Toronto
until O tober 31, 2013.
Walker prepared a power-point presentation of the history of the CFHT (Politi s to Perfe tion:
How the CFHT Came To Be), drawing from it for his after-dinner spee h given at the annual
CFHT meeting in May.
A seminar by GriÆn, given at the University of Toronto iS hool in Mar h, featured the s ienti
signi an e of making histori data a essible for modern resear h. At the AAS January meeting
in Long Bea h she des ribed new results for  Aurigae that were derived by omparing spe tra
of its re ent e lipse with histori ones that had been borrowed from the DAO and the Mount
Wilson photographi ar hives and spe ially digitized at the DAO.
Publi ations
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