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Editorial 

1978 

1978-9 will be a momentous year for Canadian astronomy 
presenting new opportunities for research, for international 
contacts and collaboration, and, not least, an important 
opportunity to develop contacts and improved relations with 
the general public. 

On September 16, L'Observatoire Astronomique du Mont 
Megantic was officially inaugerated, and all will agree that 
Rene Racine and his colleagues are to be congratulated on 
the swift completion of this project. 

Within a few months, Brandon, Manitoba, will become the 
temporary centre of the astronomical world where we hope to 
enjoy the spectacle of a total eclipse of the Sun. As John 
Rice points out elsewhere in this issue, hotel accommodation 
may be in short supply so inake reservations now by telephone. 
In this connection we must mention that a coming issue of 
Northstar, the newsletter of the Planetarium Association of 
Canada, will be devoted to the eclipse, and will contain 
descriptions of "what Canadian observatories and planetaria 
are doing for the public on February 26, 1979". Directors of 
observatories will have been asked already for this infor
mation. Others who may not have been contacted directly but 
who are planning special programs or who wish to suggest 
ways in which we should interact with the public can write 
directly to Mr. Paul Deans, Queen Elizabeth Planetarium, 
Coronation Park, Edmonton. 

Finally in 1979, we can look forward to completion of the 
major construction phase of the CFH telescope, and the 
General Assembly of the I.A.U. in Montreal. It will be an 
exciti ng ye ar ! 
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Summary of Proceedings of the 15th Meeting 

of the Associate Committee on Astronomy 

The 15th meeting of the Associate Committee on Astronomy, 
which also serves as the Canadian National Committee for the IAU, was 
held on 27 May, 1978 in Saskatoon. 

I CNC/IAU Meeting 

With their IAU hats perched jauntily in place, the committee 
members first received a report from Alan Batten on the preparations 
underway for the XVII General Assembly. It is expected that attendance 
in Montreal will be comparable to that in Grenoble (2100 ~eople), and, 
although we hope that the visits of our colleagues to Canada will be 
pleasant and healthy ones, the laws of actuarial science are unfortunately 
insensitive to our best wishes as hosts. Accordingly, a group health 
insurance plan has been arranged to provide coverage for the partici~ants 
at the General Assembly while they are in North America. 

'york on pre~aration for the Assembly is proceeding with the 
assistance of MIle Huguette Guilbault who has been engaged as Executive 
Secretary of the Organizing Committee. Look for your Preliminary 
Programmes by the end of January, 1979. 

A membership subcommittee was set up to recommend new 
Canadian members for the IAU and for IAU Commissions, and to consider 
the names of invited participants for the XVII General Assembly. The 
Chairman is John Galt. 

John Rice has kindly consented to fill the role of Canadian 
coordinator for the solar eclipse of February, 1979 - an appointment 
requested by Prof. Edith MUller, General Secretary of the IAU. 

II ACA MEETING 

With nothing up their sleeves and with apparently very little 
effort, the members of the CNC/IAU transformed themselves into the 
NRC Associate Committee on Astronomy and continued the meeting. 

Ian Halliday reported that the two new members of the 
Scientific Advisory Council for the CFHT Corporation were Bob Garrison 
and John Hutchings. 

The programme involving scientific exchanges with China, 
described in Cassiopeia, No. 17 p. 6, seems to be proceeding at 
something less than breakneck speed. To date, a total of 6 expressions 
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of interest have been received from Canadian astronomers. These 
proposals have been forwarded through the External Affairs Department 
to the Canadian embassy in Peking. ' There has been no response yet. 

A good portion of the meeting was devoted to CFHT business 
and reports. The telescope structure has been erected at LaRochelle 
for testing and, if things go as planned, should be in Hawaii as you 
read this. The primary mirror meets the pri ncipal specifications, 
and has b een accep ted by the CFHT Corporation. 

Steps are being taken to develop the permanent CFHT head
quarters in Waimea at the foot of the mountain. The present plan, 
while not yet finalized, is for the University of Hawaii to provide 
central facilities including the computer and library. The corporation 
will establish its own office and facilities on its own land adjacent to 
the university property. 

Much of the discussion following the CFHT reports centred 
around the cost - effectiveness of Spec trograph II (Cassiopeia, 
No. 10, p. 11). Because of its unique features, such as a 7" arc 
slit and a "white pupil" which is essential for the electronographic 
camera, there are no other existing similar instruments for which cost 
and weight comparisons can be made. The committee was informed that, 
in spite of the relatively high cost of this spectrograph, the SAC is 
in general agreement on the need for such a spectrograph. However, 
it has imposed an upper limit on its cost in order that other instrumen
tation should not suffer. 

The bulk of the remalnlng meeting time was taken up by 
reports from the various ACA subcommittees as follows: 

(a) CFHT 

Bob Garrison, as an invited guest at the meeting, presented 
a summary of the results of a survey conducted among potential users 
of the CFHT regarding a users' committee. While the need for such 
a committee seems widely accepted, its terms of reference, constitution 
and operating policy may be difficult matters to reach consensus on, 
given the wide range of opinions encountered in the survey. Some 
specific points of concern, reported to the Committee, dealt 'nth 

(1) the need for young astronomers, many of whom lack experience 
on large telescopes, to have fair access to the CFHT. 

(2) the optimum time base over which Canadian use of the telescope 
should equal 42.57, of the total time. 

(3) what restrictions, if any, should be placed on foreign access 
to Canadian time on the telescope. 

The committee acknowledged that Canadians have benefitted 
greatly from free access to foreign facilities, particularly those 
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in the U.S.A., but no sp ec ific recommendations in connection with a 
users' committee were mad e at the Sas~atoon meeting. In response to 
expressions of concern about travel costs to the telescope, Jack 
Locke indicated that the NRC Grants Office has set aside money to 
support travel costs of those who are given observing time. 

(b) OPTICAL ASTRONOHY 

Congratulations wer e extended on behalf of the committee to 
Rene Racine, the Unive rsity of Montreal and Laval University following 
the report of first light at l'Observatoire a stronomique du Ouebec at 
mont Megantic. 

(c) INFRARED ASTRONOMY 

This subcommittee expressed its concern over the increasing 
difficulty encountered by Canadians in obtaining observing time at U.S. 
infrared facilities. Included in its report was a recommendation that 
attempts be made to purchase time for Canadians on infrared telescopes 
in the U.S.A. The Committee reserved a decision on thi s matter pending 
the availability of more specific information. 

(d) THEORETICAL ASTRONOMY 

The problem of how to strengthen theoretical astronomy in 
Canada was discussed. One sug ge stion from the subcommittee was that 
a number of temporary pos itions to be held at Canadian universities 
be created through NRC especially for the ore tical astronomy. These 
positions would be held for 3 years each. The subcommittee will 
continue its deliberation on this idea, considering particularly the 
mechanisms whereby it might be established. 

(e) ASTRONOMY IN SPACE 

Some funds have been made available through the Space 
Science Coordination Office for Canadian scientists to undertake 
feasibility studies of projects of interest. Such studies have been 
carried out in connection with a Canadian space telescope, ultraviolet 
sensitization of solid state imaging devices, membrane optics, and 
sensitization of CCD's. 

The report contained a recommendation in support of a 1 
metre space telescope and emphasized the need to ensure that a 
Canadian capability for manufacturing large CCD arrays be developed. 

Following the subcommittee reports, Jack Locke offered an 
interesting summary of the extensive Saudi Arabian plans for developing 
astronomy in the ir country . There is a possibility that Canadian 
astronomers, universities and industries could play important roles in 
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this project. The Saudi universities have indicated that they would 
welcome visits by Canadian astronomers. 

In response to a query from IAU Commission 10 on solar activity 
relating to long term plans for the 11 cm solar patrol at RIA, a motion 
was unanimously passed recommending continued operation of these 
facilities. 

After a note of thanks to Prof. J.E. Kennedy for his assistance 
with arrangements for the meeting, the Committee adjourned at 15:50, 
just in time to avoid incurring charges for overtime janitorial services. 

L.W. Avery 
Secretary ACA, CNC/lAU 

New Addresses 

The following new addresses have been received from members 

of CASCA since the previous issue: 

Dr. Tzu Chia, Department of Astronomy, St.Mary's University, 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 3C3 

Dr. A. Vibert Douglas, 402 - 67 Sydenham Street, Kingston, 

Ontario K7L 3H2 

Dr. T.J. Millar, Department of Theoretical Physics, University 

of Oxford, I Keble Road, Oxford, England OXI 3NP 

Dr. ~1.D.T. Naylor, 60 Deerbrook Trail, Scarborough, Ontario 

MIW Iv4 

Dr. David G. Turner, David Dunlap Observatory, Richmond Hill, 

Ontario L4C 4Y6 
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TO ALL CASCA MEMBERS 

As president of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, I bring you 
the best wishes of the RASC, and the hope that our two societies can work 
together towards a common goal - the advancement of astronomy. In this 
regard, I would welcome any comments or suggestions from CASCA members, 
either individually or collectively, at any time. 

Astronomy is unique in its appeal to the general public. The RASC plays 
a vital role in communicating astronomy, in developing the knowledge and 
ability of those with a special interest in the subject, and in co-ordinating 
worthwhile observational work in several areas of astronomy. The publications 
of the RASC, and its work in the fields of history, biography and education, 
are important contributions to Canadian astronomy. 

Many of Canada's professional astronomers are active in the RASC, either 
at the local or national level. From this activity, they derive the enjoy
ment and satisfaction of working with others who have a genuine interest in 
the many facets of astronomy. 

Those of you who are already members, I encourage you to renew your 
membership and become more active in the Society. Those of you who are not 
already members, I urge you to consider joining. Regular membership is $16, 
for which you receive the annual Observer's Handbook, the bi-month1y Journal 
and National Newsletter, the publications and activities of your local 
centre, and the satisfaction of supporting the valuable work of the Society. 
For more information, contact your local centre or the national office of 
the RASC, 124 Merton Street, Toronto, Ontario M4S 2Z2. 

John R. Percy 
National President, RASC. 
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The February 26, 1979, Solar Eclipse 

The following comments have been excerpted from a letter 

written to the editor by John Rice: 

~The Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature planetarium, the Manitoba 
Ministry of Tourism, The Brandon Chamber of Commerce, local Service 
Clubs and myself have all had contacts with groups of amateur and 
professional astronomers who plan to corne to Brandon for the eclipse. 
A complicating factor for accommodation arrangements here in Brandon 
is that the eclipse will occur on Monday, February 26th and the 
Canada Winter Games will be in Brandon and just ending on Saturday, 
the 24th. In spite of the problem posed by the number of block 
bookings of Hotel/Motel rooms for the "Games" that extend through 
Monday, visiting groups for the eclipse have, up until now at least, 
been able to make reservations. Later the accommodation facilities 
may be strained. 

~So far I have had reported to me that there are four charter flights 
corning from such diverse points as England, Southern Ontario, 
Michigan and Washington, U.S.A. 

·1 presume that a relatively large number of people will simply drive 
to a favourable location (such as Brandon) from elsewhere in the 
province and from the adjacent northern states. As a convenience, the 
Ministry of Tourism published the Manitoba road map this year with the 
eclipse track marked and advice for viewing the eclipse in the upper 
corner. We at Brandon University, are currently preparing a glossy 

I 
colour promotional sheet for distribution to schools in particular 
and any other interested individuals. 

~ My personal contacts with visitors have been limited to Canadian 
professionals (and one American planetarium director) who, for 
the most part are corning as tourists. I have been told that the 
CAS executive has timed its meeting in Winnipeg so that the 
members of the executive will be on hand for the eclipse. Only 
one Canadian professional astronomer has (to my knowledge) plans 
for a major experiment during the eclipse here in Brandon. As 
well as the Canadian professionals, I have also had requests for 
information from a group of twenty, mostly amateur, French 
astronomers from Nice. They indicated fairly firm plans to corne 
to Brandon for at least the day of the eclipse. 

~The weather prospects for the eclipse are quite good with an 
estimated probability for seeing the eclipse of about 70%. 
Despite the thinly veiled suggestion in Sky and Telescope that 
the temperature drops shockingly at the Canadian border, the mean 
temperature at eclipse time is about -IO°C with mid-day 
temperatures commonly close to freezing.h 
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